
The Metro Region serves four counties in southeastern Michigan:  Wayne, Oakland, 

Macomb and St. Clair.  These four counties encompass 161 cities and townships 

that are served by state trunklines.  The state’s largest population and the oldest and 

busiest freeways are within the Metro Region. Forty-three percent of the Vehicle Miles 

Traveled (VMT) on Michigan’s freeway system occurs here.  Since the Metro Region has 

the largest population concentration in the state, much of the land is being developed 

or re-developed at a rapid pace to accommodate growth. This includes increasing 

densities of land use adjacent to existing freeway rights of way.  Widening of existing 

freeway rights of way to increase capacity is becoming increasingly difficult without 

costly residential or commercial displacements.  

To successfully address the challenging needs of the region, alternatives have and will 

be considered for all modes of transportation in order to maximize mobility.  Coop-

erative efforts between the department and the local and regional planning agencies 

may allow the state to address transportation needs in coordination with land use 

planning and through the use of transportation demand management techniques.

Partnerships with other agencies are critical to share knowledge and resources, and 

to coordinate activities. 

MDOT is currently engaged in numerous partnerships to evaluate transportation solu-

tions, and will continue to pursue new partnerships into the future to provide the best 

transportation solutions for the Metro Region.  

Current partnerships include the I-696 at Franklin Road project with the city of South-

field, the I-75 at Ambassador Bridge–Gateway Project with the Detroit International 

Bridge Company and the Detroit River International Crossing Study with Canada.  

Metro Region

2006-2010 

Five Year 
Transportation 
Program 
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Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) are used throughout the Metro Region to 

maximize the existing system capacity in maintaining a safe and efficient trunkline 

system. ITS is used to communicate construction detours and roadway incidents to 

travelers.  It is used in conjunction with standard construction signing on road proj-

ects in order to help alleviate inconveniences to the motoring public. 

The use of cameras also helps police and emergency vehicles respond to incidents 

along the roadway and minimize delays.  Another component of ITS is the Courtesy 

Patrol that assists stranded motorists or those in need of minor repairs or gasoline.  

The Courtesy Patrol operates on all the major freeways, Monday through Friday, and 

during special events.  In 2004, the program assisted over 28,000 stranded motor-

ists. 

The Metro Region is unique in that although it is composed of only four counties, it 

is the home to five international border crossings.  These include the three roadway 

crossings of the Ambassador Bridge in Detroit, the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron 

and the Detroit-Windsor tunnel in Detroit.  The Ambassador Bridge is the busiest 

commercial border crossing in North America, the Blue Water Bridge is the second 

busiest commercial crossing in North America and the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel is the 

second busiest passenger crossing on the United States-Canada border.  There are 

also two rail tunnels in the region, the Port Huron-Sarnia rail tunnel and the Detroit-

Windsor rail tunnel.  MDOT will continue to improve international border crossings 

in the region to facilitate the flow of trade across the Canadian border and bordering 

states. 

Project selection emphasizes corridor work and freeway modernization through 

bridge, pavement, safety and operational improvements throughout the Metro Re-

gion.   

MDOT will also continue to improve customer access in coordination with economic 

development in the city of Detroit and other growing areas of the region and contin-

ue to eliminate trunkline choke points, address system continuity issues and improve 

corridors within the region.

MDOT and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) will continue 

to work together to meet current economic needs, reduce congestion and improve 

safety along several freeways, local roads and state trunk lines.  

The program makes significant contributions to addressing safety and congestion, 

responding to immediate economic development needs, and supporting and foster-

ing the state’s continued economic expansion.  
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2005 Accomplishments
The Metro Region awarded more than $280 million in construction contracts in 2005.  

These contracts allowed the motoring public to move around the region in a safer 

and more efficient manner as the projects were completed.  In 2005, 133 miles of 

road were improved with 53 miles resurfaced or reconstructed and 80 miles rehabili-

tated.  Of the region’s 1,545 bridges, more than 80 bridges were rehabilitated.  

A few construction accomplishments in the four counties include:

The reconstruction of I-94 from Beech Daly to Wyoming in the cities of 

Taylor, Allen Park and Dearborn, Wayne County was completed this year. This 

project included the rehabilitation of 26 bridges and the reconfiguration of the I-94/

US-24 interchange to a Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI). I-94 within these limits 

carries approximately 100,000 vehicles daily.

I-75 Southbound from M-15 to the North County Line in Oakland County was 

resurfaced in 2005. Nine bridges were also rehabilitated as a part of the project.  This 

section of I-75 carries approximately 30,000 vehicles daily.

The reconstruction and rehabilitation of M-3 (Gratiot Avenue) in the city of 

Detroit, Wayne County, from Jefferson to I-94 was completed.  The project also 

included the construction of a median that will be landscaped.  The median land-

scaping is scheduled to be completed in 2006. This stretch of road carries approxi-

mately 20,000 vehicles per day.

In the city of Detroit in Wayne County, I-96 was reconstructed and resur-

faced from M-39 (Southfield Freeway) to Warren. The project included the reha-

bilitation of 47 bridges.  This road carries over 120,000 vehicles a day.

In the city of Novi in Oakland County, the I-96 / Beck Road interchange was 

reconstructed and improved.  The former interchange was congested due to 

growth in the area and it has now been replaced with a new Single Point Urban Inter-

change design. This project included the donation of key parcels of right-of-way and 

it is another successful example of the department working with the local communi-

ties and developers.

In the city of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, the M-59 / Adams Road inter-

change was relocated. This relocation was required to provide proper spacing 

between this interchange and the new interchange at M-59/Squirrel Road that was 

constructed a few years ago.  

Together, these two interchanges will improve access to this area of Oakland County.  

In St. Clair County, city of Port Huron, I-94 BL from Dove to the Black River 

was resurfaced in the summer.  It carries more than 12,000 vehicles a day.
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The resurfacing of I-75 from M-102 to 12 Mile Road in the cities of Hazel Park, 

Ferndale, Madison Heights and Royal Oak in Oakland County, was begun in 

2005 and is expected to be completed in 2006.  I-75 in this area carries more than 

170,000 vehicles a day.

Bridges were rehabilitated at M-10 at Washington Street and Cobo Hall in the 

city of Detroit, Wayne County.  Lighting and aesthetics were also included in this 

project.  More than 80,000 vehicles travel along this route on a daily basis.

In Oakland and Macomb Counties, M-59 from Crooks to Ryan Road in the 

Cities of Sterling Height and Rochester Hills was rehabilitated.  More than 

80,000 vehicles travel along M-59 daily.

M-19 from Ashery Creek to Bryce Road in Macomb and St. Clair counties, was 

resurfaced this year.  This road carries about 10,000 vehicles daily.

Phased construction of the Ambassador Bridge/Gateway Project in the city of 

Detroit continues to provide access improvements between the privately-owned 

Ambassador Bridge and the freeway system (I-75 and I-96). Following the rehabilita-

tion of Fort Street (M-85) and reconstruction of the West Grand Boulevard Bridge over 

I-75 in 2003/2004, the third of four phases of construction was begun in April 2005 

and is scheduled for completion in 2006. This includes construction of the I-96/I-75 

southbound service drive from north of Michigan Avenue to Vernor Highway and a new 

highway ramp under the existing railroad bridge south of Michigan Avenue. 

In addition to the numerous and successful construction projects, the Metro Region 

received some important approvals and completed several studies and plans.  Some 

of these planning accomplishments include:

The completion of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for I-75 from 

M-102 to M-59 in Oakland County was approved by the Federal Highway Admin-

istration in May 2005.  The study recommends the addition of a fourth lane in those 

sections where there are currently only three lanes.  The additional lane will be a 

High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane in the peak hours (approximately four hours a 

day) only and be a general lane for the remaining 20 hours a day.  

The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the I-94 Rehabilitation Proj-

ect in the city of Detroit, Wayne County, was approved in December 2004.  The 

study recommends the addition of a fourth lane so that there are four consistent 

through-lanes in this section of I-94.  The project will also include improved geomet-

rics and continuous service drives in the corridor. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Detroit Intermodal 

Freight Terminal (DIFT) project was approved in May 2005.  The study includes 

the proposed enhancement of intermodal operations by four Class I railroads at four 

intermodal terminals in the future.   The Final Environmental Impact Statement is 

expected to be completed in 2006. 120



Amount in Millions of Dollars FY 2006 through FY 2010

Metro Region Other Funding
Preserve First 

Funds

Jobs Today 

Funds
Total

Road Preservation $564 $154 $38 $756

Bridge Preservation $306 $18 $5 $329

Road & Bridge CPM $117 $0 $9 $126

Total 2006-2010 $987 $172 $52 $1,211

                            (Road Preservation includes Roadside facilities)
        (Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars)

The Federal Highway Administration approved modifications to I-696 to M-10 at 

Franklin Road interchange in Oakland County in September 2005.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was completed in July 2005, followed by a Find-

ing of No Significant (FONSI) in September 2005 by the Federal Highway Administra-

tion for the proposed improvement of the I-696 and Northwestern Highway 

interchange in the city of Southfield, Oakland County.  This was a partnership 

between the city of Southfield and MDOT.

Finding of No Significant (FONSI) was issued in August 2005 by the Federal Highway 

Administration for the proposed rehabilitation of the M-1 (Woodward Avenue) and 

M-102 (Eight Mile Road) intersection, located at the border of Wayne and Oak-

land counties.

Finding of No Significant (FONSI) was also issued by the Federal Highway Administra-

tion in May 2005 for the Fort Street (M-85) Bascule Bridge Replacement over 

the Rouge River in the city of Detroit.  The improvement will also include an align-

ment shift to improve the Fort Street/Oakwood Boulevard intersection.

In March 2005, the state approved the sale of excess property to the Mexicantown 

Community Development Corporation (MCDC) for the proposed Detroit Welcome 

Center near the entrance of the Ambassador Bridge.  MDOT is finalizing an 

agreement with the MCDC to lease a portion of their proposed building for a state 

Welcome Center.  

Five Year Road and Bridge Program
The road and bridge preservation projects identified in this 2006 to 2010 Five Year 

Transportation Program for the Metro Region total approximately $1,072 million 

(Note: this does not include $126 million in CPM work).  Investment is allocated in 

the following manner:



Capital preventive maintenance (CPM) projects are planned for a significant number 

of pavements and structures that do not require extensive repairs during this Five 

Year Plan period.  The CPM projects are short-term fixes, adding from five to ten 

years of life to a pavement or maintaining the existing bridge condition.  The Jobs 

Today investment initiative for the Metro Region will provide  approximately $9 mil-

lion for CPM work in FY 2006.

The 2006-2010 program for road preservation work reflects approximately 228 miles 

(26 %) of the Metro Region’s 878 route miles of state trunklines during the next five 

years.

The 2006-2010 program for bridge preservation work will address 296 (19 %) of the 

region’s 1,543 trunkline bridges and structures.

The Governor’s “Preserve First Program” increases the emphasis on the preservation 

of the existing transportation system.  This program will allow MDOT to improve the 

condition of roads and bridges while protecting the investments of the Michigan tax-

payers.  The program concentrates on high volume freeways and state routes in poor 

condition and provides an appropriate mix of fixes.

The aging infrastructure in the Metro Region requires extensive work.  This region is 

home to the highest density of population in the state.  Therefore, the roads con-

tinue to be well-traveled by commercial carriers, residents and visitors alike.  In order 

to better plan for the future needs of such infrastructure, planning studies that were 

previously initiated prior to the “Preserve First Program” will continue to conclusion, 

while other phases have been deferred to a future Five Year Transportation Program.

Public Involvement
Taylor
The Taylor Transportation Service Center (TSC) listening session conducted on De-

cember 5, 2005, and was attended by 31 participants. A total of 38 comments were 

received.  Support was expressed for repair/restoration and guardrail addition for the 

I-75 sound barrier wall in Southgate.  Also an application was requested from the city 

of Southgate for a sound wall on I-75 between Northline Road and Brest Street (east 

side of NB I-75).   Comments related to safety included requests for signal installa-

Metro Region Route Miles
Number of Bridges and 

other Structures

Total in Region 878 1,543

Scheduled Work 228 296

Percentage of Region 26% 19%
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tion at US-24/King Road, extension of the deceleration lanes for I-275 at the M-14, 

Ford Road, and Michigan Avenue interchanges, support for addition of a pattern 

symbol on green and red lights for color blind drivers, and modification of MDOT 

traffic signals to include an all red phasing. Support was also given for the planned 

reconstruction and center turn lane addition on US 24 from Vreeland to Pennsylvania, 

and construction on US-24 (Telegraph Rd.).  MDOT TSC staff was pleased to inform 

the attendees that the project would be included in the 2006-2010 program with the 

possibility of construction occurring in 2008.

Waterford
A total of 23 comments were received from 16 participants at separate sessions on 

December 1st and December 8, 2005, including several municipal officials and two 

newspaper reporters.  Specific comments included local citizen opposition to the 

extension of the M-5 connector, including the Martin Road project.  Several citizen 

questions related directly to transportation finance with an emphasis on state/county 

cost sharing, balancing of cost versus benefit of longer lasting roads, and distribu-

tion of funds among four counties in the five year program. Concern was also ex-

pressed about problems with traffic flow and congestion in western Oakland County.  

Citizens voiced support for the planned work on the I-696 bridges at Halstead Rd. 

and Orchard Lake Rd.  Support was also given for contingency planning for emer-

gency road closures which contributes to improved communication.

Port Huron
Thirty-three citizens attended the Port Huron listening session on December 8, 2005, 

including staff representatives from the city of Port Huron and the St. Clair County 

Road Commission.  Concern was expressed about winter maintenance practices, as 

tied to safety.  Basic mobility concerns were expressed regarding an upcoming proj-

ect on I-94 and its impact on mobility in the area, and congestion in the area of I-69 

and Wadhams Road.  Citizens also inquired about the status of the Blue Water Bridge 

Plaza study and related property purchases.  Also, the importance of ensuring access 

via Pine Grove Road to the downtown and Fort Gratiot business districts was stressed 

to support economic growth of the area and strengthening the state’s economy. 

Sterling Heights
The November 29, 2005 Listening Session at the Macomb TSC in Sterling Heights 

hosted 22 participants including several representatives from Macomb County, lo-

cal municipalities, a radio station, and a variety of private citizens. To improve en-

vironment and aesthetics, citizens expressed strong advocacy for a sound wall at 

18 1/2 Mile Rd. and Van Dyke. The safety of motorists was expressed as motivation 

for eliminating the “New Jersey” type turnarounds on Van Dyke at 14 Mile, 15 Mile, 

and 16 Mile roads sooner than the planned 2010 date, and citizens asked about the 



status of a safety flasher at M-19 and School Section Road.  The need for increased 

support for bicycle and pedestrian needs in roadway projects was also expressed.  

Expeditious repair of M-53 from 34 Mile Rd. to Bordman Road was also advocated to 

continue the preservation of the roadway through implementing necessary repairs.  

Information was requested on MDOT studies for widening I-75 in Oakland County, 

I-94 in Detroit, and the Detroit River International Crossing study. Information on 

transportation enhancement funding or grants for small cities and townships was 

also requested. 

Detroit
The November 30, 2005, listening session in Detroit was attended by four citizen 

participants, including two maintenance representatives from the Wayne County 

Road Commission, a consultant, and a non-motorized transportation advocate.   

The issue of improved pedestrian facilities in the city was discussed. 
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